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Damaine Vonada
is a conlributing writer
from Xenia, Ohio.
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Holiday happenings: Thanksgiving
feasts feature delights such as butter-
nut-apple soup, plum-glazed salmon
and bourbon pecan pie, and guests
staying Thursday through Saturday get
a $25 gift shop voucher. Catch the
Christmas spirit at holiday cookie-bak-
ing and wreath-making classes, orscore

this jolly lodging deal: Stay overnight_,

on Dec. 24 and Dec. 25 is free. ?
The Inn at Dresden, Drester §
The setting: The birthplace of Longa 11

berger Baskets, the village of Dresden |
boasts the world’s biggest basket (at}
Fifth and Main strests) and many spe- |
cialty shops. Nearby are the Longa- |
berger Homestead (apen April through
November) in Frazeysburg and the |
basket-shaped home office in Newark.

Why youw'll love it: Basket baron

dream, and the rambling, Tudorstyle
home he built in stages symbolizes his

rags-lo-riches storv. Perched on a steep
hill, the house now has 10 guestrooms |
that blend luxuries such as fireplaces |

and whirlpool tubs with quirky touches
that still reflect Dave'’s remarkable per-
sonality.

Holiday happenings: Families often
book several reoms for yuletide reunions.
Stay three or more nights for a 15 per-
cent discount.

The Inn at Honey Run, Millersburg |

The setting: With its comempomry%
design and nature sanctuary aura, the
inn is a refreshing haven in the middle
of Amish Countrv.

Why you'll love it: Snooze in a hill-
top cottage and vou might find deer
peering through vour bedroom win-
dow in the moming, Pesh Honevcomb
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Dave Longaberger lived the American |
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Rooms in earth-sheltered
structures have pancramic
views, while inn rooms and
suites come with decks or window walls

et
neg. s

for convenient bird-watch
vitalizing spa treatment oF grub un
Amish buggy ride.

Holiday happenings: On Thanks-
giving, the restaurant plates roast turkey,
and sides get passed around family-
style. Numerous Christmas trees cast a
warm glow, but many guests favor the
outdoor “bird tree” adorned with seeds

andsuet.

glenlaurel, A Scottish Country Inn,
tRockbridge

The setting: Although Glenlaurel \-w—"—*-—""“

is near Logan in the famously scenic
Hocking Hills, it really exists somewhere
in a grown-ups’ [antasyland—some-
where this side of a bagpipe and just
short of Eden.

Why you'll love it: Glenlaurels syl
van, 140-acre estale surrounds a private
gorge with walking trails and waterlalls,
Indulgent amenities range from spa ser-
vices 1o a Scottish links golf course to
Jeisurely gourmet meals. Thanks to the
stone fireplaces and stylish Tartan-plaid
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in Glenlaurel’s

Jacobean-floral decor
rooms, suites and spacious cottages, as
well as intimate crofts, you'll "raist yer
weary haid” in a wee bit o Seotland.
Holiday happenings: Six-course
Dickens Dinners recall Victorian times
with A Christinas Carol recitations and
waditional dishes. The two-day, Scottish-
style Hogmanay celebrates New Years
with food, drink and roaring bonfires.

fiv‘im*phin Ridge Inn, West Union

l The setting: Knuckled Appalachiar
foothills provide a gorgeous backdrop
for Amish farms and shops, the enig

! matic Serpent Mound, splendid naturc

i

preserves and the inn'’s idyllic grounds.
Why you'll love it: Simplicity, seren

ity and good taste are the hallmark:

i | of Murphin Ridge, where impecca

55
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| Six-course, from-scratch fine dining in
Glenlaurel's Manor House entices guests
year-rountl.
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ble Early American furnishings grac
both guesthouse rooms and delux
cabins. Genial owners Sherry and Dar
rvl McKenney frequently join gues!
for breakfasts of homemade grano!
and signature Foggy Boltom pancake
Holiday happenings: Located in 2
1820s farmhouse, the restaurant g
propriately features superb farm-te
table dinners. Thanksgiving Day mea
Sherv's oyster gratin, turkey with pe:
and-mushroom stuffing, and Amis
whipped potatoes. Christmas Evt
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repast commences with the inn's chick-
en countty captain and climaxes with
aple chiffon cake, while Christmas

Day’s festive hi.lff'et features roast beef

with Madeira sauc hcrl"-wl Yorkshire
pudding and English trifle.

The White Oak Inn, Danville

The setting: The inn sits along a
country road where guests can “escape
to the middle of nowhere” vet are with-
in o hall-hour drive of Amish Country,
historical Roscoe Village and Kenyon
College.

Why you'll love it: In their classic
farmhouse, innkeepers Ian and Yvonne
Martin have outfitted guestrooms with
rulfled curtains ‘.rsd cnmlrn table an-
tiques. The separate guesthouse has
fireplace rooms, \\’-Jﬂz.‘ log cabins with
whiripool tubs provide romantic re-
wreats. In addition 1o hearty breakfasts,
Yvonne offers fourcourse dinners,

Holiday happenings: At Thanks-
giving, nosh on snacks served beside
{hc living room hearth and pop inio the
kKitchen to watch preparations for a
huge turkey buffet. The Inn’s Dickens
Christmas Carol package includes tra-
ditional afternoon tea; theater-in-the-
round portrayals of Sm‘oogc. Tiny Tim
and other beloved Christmas charac-
ters; and a late supper

Shaw's Restaurant & Inn, Lancaste

The setting: Lancaster ]ns a hand-
some downlown whose attractions in-
clude the Sherman House Museum and
the Lancaster Festival, a Hvely tl-day
saluie 1o art and music.

Why you'll love it: Built in 1941,
Shaw'’s Inn retains the character of an
old-school hotel. The Cork family has
operated Shaws for decades, with dad
Bruce Cork ruling its excellent wine cel-
lar and daughter Susie Cork picking the
beers and microbrews. Although Shaw's
restaurant is renowned for steaks and
sealcad, its homemade cinnamon rolls
are so popular theyre served at break-
fast, lunch and dinner

Holiday happenings: During Decem-
ws presents a weekly series of

ber; Shay

1 (P has . <7 .
themed Christmas dinners. You mignt
dine on roast duckling at the Southern
dinner; on Beef Wellington during the
English dinner; on sauerbraten for the
German dinner; and on Sieak au Poivre
at the French dinner.
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The setting: in rural Carroll County,
Whispering Pines shines like a brilliant
blue sapphire on a hillside overlooking
Atwood Lake.
i’l

Why you
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e it: Innkeepers Bill

and Linda Horn operate a uaditional
bed-and-breakfast in a renovated 1880s
[armhouse that looks and feels like a
quaint lakeside lodge. Rooms with up-
scale antiques and gorgeous siained-
glass accents are ideal for a relaxing
couple’s getaway without kids or TV,
Holiday happenings: Guests who
stay two nights in November and De-
cember receive [ree tickets to see the
lavish Christmas df-':'nrmmm at the
J.E. Reeves Victorian Home in Dover
From Thanksgiving through Dec. 31, ll
jewelry in the inn’s gift shop is discouni-
ed, and on New Years Eve, the Homs
regale guests with complimentary
sparkling wine and light hors d'oeuvies.

Planning Your Trip

For maps, TripTik routi
Bool: guides and other trip—
assistance, contact a local AAA

agent or visit AdA.comstravel. e

. Reservations

for any of these
specialty hnhﬁay stays can be matle
through AAA. Be sure to ask ahout
exclusive ARA Bhio inn getaway
nackages.
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